
 

CARE Advocacy Success Story 
 

We did it! CARE’s network of dedicated citizen advocates, working 
hand in hand with CARE staff on Capitol Hill, have succeeded in 
preventing devastating cuts to the U.S. foreign assistance budget. In 
keeping with America’s long tradition of generosity and humanitarian 
commitment, we’re staying the course – maintaining global 
engagement that saves and transforms millions of lives. 
 
CARE’s “Don’t Cut Lives” campaign partnered with Congress to 
maintain U.S. foreign assistance in Fiscal Year 2018 – averting 
proposed cuts of more than 30 percent by the Trump Administration. 
By reaching out to representatives on both sides of the aisle, CARE 
and our humanitarian partners helped preserve over $17.3 billion for 
programs that save and improve lives – from helping women deliver 
babies safely… to protecting children from preventable but deadly 
diseases… to fighting gender-based violence and child marriage… to 
preventing famine that threatens tens of millions. 
 
U.S. foreign assistance represents less than 1 percent of the federal 
budget, yet this small percentage has far-reaching impact. These 
funds are more important than ever, as 30 million lives are threatened 
by famine, 65 million people have been displaced from their homes, 
and infectious disease outbreaks are on the rise. The evidence shows 
reducing funding will cost lives and scale back the progress we have 
made around the world. But foreign assistance has been an 
unfortunate target of the Trump Administration, despite the 
overwhelming support for foreign assistance from both the 
Republican and Democratic Party.  
 
 

When we join our voices with those around the world striving for a better future, together we can 
make ourselves heard. 

 
CARE and our allies answered the call. We led a coalition of global humanitarian agencies, held over 
90 meetings with members of Congress, and rallied support from business and community leaders. 
CARE’s citizen advocates took action 177,059 times, calling, writing and arranging meetings and 
events with their representatives, signing petitions, and otherwise taking a stand for American 
generosity. CARE used cutting-edge tools including voter guides, grassroots training and digital 

Continuing America’s tradition as a 
global good neighbor means the world to 
people displaced by warfare and hunger – 
like 16-year-olds Lillian, Scobia and Viola, 
who fled conflict- torn South Sudan 
alone.  
They are among more than 700,000 child 
refugees living in Uganda – many of them 
without families. Young girls are at 
particular risk. CARE works with the 
entire community, including men and 
boys, to ensure a safe and supportive 
environment, both physically and 
emotionally. 
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technology to mobilize advocates to reach those in power. 
 
Thanks to CARE’s dedication and leadership, millions of people  
will live and thrive who wouldn’t otherwise: 
 
• 9 million children will continue to have lifesaving nutrition 
 interventions and treatments. 
 
• Life-saving food assistance and long-term food security 
 programming will reach 30 million people. 
 
• Over 2 million people will have access to drinkable water. 
 
• Basic education programming will continue around the world,  
ensuring, among other things, that millions of girls can go to school. 
 
• The U.S. will keep a robust capacity to respond to disasters. 
 
• Teams fighting HIV, tuberculosis and malaria will be able to 
 prevent 4 million more HIV, TB and malaria infections and 
 77,000 AIDS-related deaths. 
 
• More than 30,000 deaths of mothers and children will be 
 prevented with maternal and newborn healthcare. 
 
• America will continue our commitment to supporting family 
 planning, fighting child marriage and addressing gender-based  
violence. 
 
Since Fiscal Year 2017, Congress has also made an unprecedented commitment to humanitarian 
funding. A special allocation of $7.66 billion made in 2017 is helping CARE and other agencies meet 
dire needs in places like Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen that face the threat of famine. This 
set the stage for a continued commitment to humanitarian needs in Fiscal Years 2018 and 2019.  A 
second victory came in August 2018, when the Administration backed off a plan to freeze and roll 
back more than $3 billion in foreign assistance funds that had already been budgeted but not yet 
spent. 
 
What we achieved together is not just a success on Capitol Hill. It echoes through the stories of 
countless individuals whose lives are transformed through programs funded by foreign assistance. 
 
“I want to keep learning new skills so I can be known as the authority and help others succeed.” – Khen, a 
former day laborer in Cambodia who, with CARE training, now runs a farm and teaches other women 
 
“Now everyone has faith in me – even the men.” – Hado, a Somali refugee who joined a CARE program 
and is now one of the first women to work as a security guard guaranteeing safe water supplies 
 
“Today, I no longer have to beg from my husband. We share responsibility for the family.” – Gloria, a 
former refugee who returned to Rwanda and now owns a business employing eight people. 

  

Lora Gordon was inspired to 
become a CARE advocate by 

her many travels. 
 

 “I believe that our foreign 
assistance is an obligation 
and a responsibility,” she 

says. 
 

 “I also believe it’s a core 
American value of reaching 

out and lifting up.” 
 


